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On Care for Our Common Home (Laudato Si’), Pope Francis Encyclical Letter, 2015 

 “On Care for Our Common Home is the new appeal from Pope Francis addressed to “every 

person living on this planet” for an inclusive dialogue about how we are shaping the future of our 

planet.  Pope Francis calls the Church and the world to acknowledge the urgency of our 

environmental challenges and to join him in embarking on a new path.  This encyclical is written 

with both hope and resolve, looking to our common future with candor and humility.”  --USCCB 

 

Encountering Truth:  Meeting God in the Everyday:  The Morning Homilies from 

St. Martha’s Chapel, Pope Francis, 2015 

 “Shortly after seven in the morning, Pope Francis gives a brief homily in the little Vatican chapel 

of Saint Martha, in front of an audience that is always different:  gardeners, office workers, nuns 

and priests, as well as a growing group of journalists.  It is a set appointment, and in some ways 

a revolutionary innovation, where a pope speaks to everyone, off the cuff, without any written 

text, as he would have done as a parish priest.  Encountering Truth is a collection of highlights 

from these homilies from March 2013 to May 2014.  Along with summaries by Radio Vaticana 

(who recorded and transcribed the homilies) and edited by Father Antonio Spadaro, SJ, these 

reflections provide intimate moments of inspiration, simplicity, and a glimpse into the thoughts 

and words of Pope Francis that very few get to experience.”—Image Books 

 

A Big Heart Open to God:  A Conversation with Pope Francis, Antonio Spadaro, SJ 

“This interview was conducted in person over the span of three meetings during August 2013. 

Like all good interviewers, Fr. Spadaro had a list of questions to ask his interviewee. However, 

he instead chose to go off-list and asked, "Who is Jorge Mario Bergoglio?" opening up a level of 

humility in Pope Francis that we don't often see in global leaders. It takes the Pope some time to 

answer, but he replies, "I am a sinner," and "I am one who is looked upon by the Lord." We 

don't often think of the Pope as a sinner, but he is human too. And if the pope can acknowledge 

his sinfulness, we should be more keenly aware of our sinfulness. 

 

Other topics addressed in this interview include the Jesuits, the role of the Church, Vatican II, 

and women's place in the Church. When this interview hit the papers, many media hubs 

extracted isolated comments about the woman's role, and there was much speculation that Pope 

Francis favored the ordination of women, but let me assure, he did not say that at all! He did say 

that women are vitally important to the Church, and we must do a better job defining their role 

and allowing them to work within their roles. After the interview, this book includes reactions 

and responses to the Pope's words from people like Cardinal Dolan, Richard Rohr, and Karen Sue 

Smith. Unfortunately, most of these were not interesting to me, as they seemed lackluster in comparison to the 

interview that preceded them.   I did appreciate was the spiritual reflections presented by Fr. Martin 

at the very end of the book. The reflection questions were both practical and fruitful, and it 

helped take the interview to a deeper level for me.”--Amazon 


