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Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading: 2 Chronicles 36:14-16,19-23 

In those days, all the princes of Judah, the priests, and the people 

added infidelity to infidelity, practicing all the abominations of the 

nations and polluting the Lord’s temple which he had consecrated 

in Jerusalem. 



Early and often did the Lord, the God of their fathers, send his 

messengers to them, for he had compassion on his people and his 

dwelling place. But they mocked the messengers of God, despised 

his warnings, and scoffed at his prophets, until the anger of the 

Lord against his people was so inflamed that there was no       

remedy. Their enemies burnt the house of God, tore down the 

walls of Jerusalem, set all its palaces afire, and destroyed all its 

precious objects. Those who escaped the sword were carried    

captive to Babylon, where they became servants of the king of the 

Chaldeans and his sons until the kingdom of the Persians came to 

power. All this was to fulfill the word of the Lord spoken by       

Jeremiah: “until the land has retrieved its lost sabbaths, during all 

the time in lies waste it shall have rest while seventy years are  

fulfilled.” 

In the first year of Cyrus, king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word 

of the Lord spoken by Jeremiah, the Lord inspired King Cyrus of 

Persia to issue this proclamation throughout his kingdom, both by 

word of mouth and in writing: “Thus says Cyrus, king of Persia: 

All the kingdoms of the earth the Lord, the God of heaven, has  

given to me, and he has also charged me to build him a house in 

Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Whoever, therefore, among you   

belongs to any part of his people, let him go up, and may his God 

be with him!” 

Second Reading: Ephesians 2:4 - 10 

Brothers and sisters: God, who is rich in mercy, because of the 

great love he had for us even when we were dead in our         

transgressions, brought us to life with Christ - by grace you have 

been saved - , raised us up with him, and seated us with him in the 

heavens in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come he might show 

the immeasurable riches of his grace in his kindness to us in 

Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith, 

and this is not from you; it is the gift of God; it is not from works, 

so no one may boast. For we are his handiwork, created in Christ 

Jesus from the good works that God has prepared in advance, 

that we should live in them. 

 

Profession of Faith: 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all things visible and invisible. 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, 

born of the Father before all ages. God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made,                                    

consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven,    

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and                  

became man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered 

death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in            

accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory 

to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 

adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one 

Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. And I look forward to the    

resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Universal Prayer of the Faithful: 

Prayer for Vocations: 

Almighty Father, You have created us for some definite purpose. 

Grant us the grace to know the path You have planned for us in 

this life and to respond with a generous “Yes”.                                    

Make our archdiocese, parishes, homes and hearts fruitful ground 

for Your gift of vocations. May our young people respond to Your 

call with courage and zeal. Stir among our men a desire and the 

strength to be good and holy priests.                                                   

Bless us with consecrated religious and those called to a chaste, 

single life, permanent deacons and faithful husbands and wives, 

who are a sign of Christ’s love for His Church.                                          

We commend our prayer for vocations to You, Father, through the 

intercession of Mary our Mother, in the Holy Spirit, through Christ 

our Lord.  Amen. 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 

Gospel Acclamation: Mass of Light 

Gospel Reading: John 3:14-21 

Jesus said to Nicodemus: “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in 

the desert, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, so that everyone 

who believes in him may have eternal life.” 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that   

everyone who believes in him might not perish but might have 

eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to        

condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through 

him. Whoever believes in him will not be condemned, but whoever 

does not believe has already been condemned, because he has 

not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the 

verdict, that the light came into the world, but people preferred 

darkness to light, because their works were evil. For everyone who 

does wicked things hates the light and does not come toward the 

light, so that his works might not be exposed. But whoever lives 

the truth comes to the light, so that his works may be clearly seen 

as done in God. 


